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millions, separated from England by a'narrow
strip of sea, was given to Henry the Second of
England by Pope Hadrian the Fourth in 1155.
Nicholas Breakspeare was the only Englishman
who ever occupied the papal chair. To show
his affection for his native land, and perhaps
also to bring this island more immediately under
papal control, he presented it to Henry the Sec-
ond. If ever a nation was presented with
Pandora's box it was done then and there.

History in this case for seven hundred and
fifty years reads like romance, if not like rather
vulgar melodrama. An Irish King, the King of
Leinster, runs off with the wife of one of the
Irish chieftains, there follow war and riot, and
the King of Leinster, getting the worst of it, flees
to England and appeals to Henry the Second for
aid. Henry, seeing in this request an oppor-
tunity to take formal possession of the pope's
gift, sends some of his nobles over with an army,
and followed himself in 1171 wfth a still larger
army, and, after much resistance and bloodshed,
received the submission of most of the Irish
kings. Then having given away nearly the
whole of Ireland to his followers, he leaves a
chief governor behind him, and returns to Eng-
land. Then begins the long drama of opening,
shutting, slamming down the lid, and sitting on